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Joint News Release 
  

 

Unprecedented level of food insecurity in South 

Sudan, UN agencies warn 
 

More than a third of the population in urgent need of food, agriculture and 

nutrition assistance amid risk of catastrophe in some parts of the country 

 

Juba, 29 June 2016 – Up to 4.8 million people in South Sudan – well over one-third of the 

population – will be facing severe food shortages over the coming months, and the risk of a 

hunger catastrophe continues to threaten parts of the country, three UN agencies warned 

today. 

  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) stressed that while the 

deteriorating situation coincides with an unusually long and harsh annual lean season, when 

families have depleted their food stocks and new harvests are not expected until August, the 

level of food insecurity this year is unprecedented.  

 

According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) update released today 

by the government, the three agencies and other humanitarian partners, 4.8 million people 

are projected to be in need of urgent food, agriculture and nutrition assistance through July, 

up from 4.3 million in April. This is the highest level of hunger since the conflict in South 

Sudan began two-and-a-half years ago. This number does not include 350,000 residents of 

the UN Protection of Civilians areas or other camps for displaced people, who currently are 

entirely dependent on humanitarian assistance. 

  

“We are very worried to see that food insecurity is spreading beyond conflict areas as rising 

prices, impassable roads and dysfunctional markets are preventing many families, even 

those in towns and cities, from accessing food,” said FAO Country Representative Serge 

Tissot.  

 

Food insecurity and conflict are also forcing many families to leave South Sudan for 

neighbouring countries. In the last few months alone, an estimated 100,000 South Sudanese 

people have crossed into Sudan, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda, and 

this number is expected to increase to more than 150,000 by the end of June. 

  

“The levels of malnutrition among children continue to be truly alarming,” said Mahimbo 

Mdoe, UNICEF’s Representative in South Sudan. “Since the beginning of the year more than  
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100,000 children have been treated for severe malnutrition. That’s a 40 per cent 

increase compared to the same period last year, and a 150 percent increase since 2014.”    

 

Working with a large number of international and local non-governmental organizations, 

FAO, UNICEF and WFP will continue to deliver life- and livelihood- saving support under 

these difficult circumstances. 

 

“We are now seeing sharp spikes of need in new areas, such as Eastern Equatoria or Western 

Bahr el-Ghazal, where malnutrition rates in some places are reaching dangerous levels. We 

have started ramping up food and nutrition support, but much more is needed to keep things 

from deteriorating even further during the lean season,” said WFP Country Director Joyce 

Luma.  

 

In 2016, FAO is planning to provide emergency livelihood support to 3.1 million people in 

South Sudan. It is currently distributing over half a million crop and fishing kits and is 

assisting livestock production through the vaccination of some 11 million animals. 

 

The dramatic rise in malnutrition rates, means that in the first four months of the year 

UNICEF has already treated 45 per cent of its planned 2016 caseload of 166,000 children.    

WFP plans to assist  3.3 million people in South Sudan this year through a combination of 

emergency food assistance, lifesaving nutrition support for mothers and young children, 

community-based asset-creation projects where possible, and safety net programmes such as 

school meals.  

#  #  # 

 

About FAO 

FAO leads international efforts to defeat hunger. It helps countries to modernize and 

improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. FAO 

focuses special attention on developing rural areas, home to 70 percent of the world's poor 

and hungry people. For more information visit: www.fao.org or follow FAO on Twitter 

@FAOnews @FAOSouthSudan 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together 

with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment 

into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded 

children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. For more information about UNICEF and 

its work visit: www.unicef.org or follow UNICEF on Facebook and Twitter 

About WFP  

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide, delivering food 

assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build 

resilience. Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around 80 countries. Follow 

WFP on Twitter @wfp_media @wfp_africa 
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For more information, please contact: 

Lieke Visser, FAO/Juba: +211 (0) 922001661, lieke.visser@fao.org 

Peter Mayer, FAO/Rome +39 06 570 53304, peter.mayer@fao.org 

George Fominyen, WFP/Juba, Mob. +211 (0) 922 465 247, george.fominyen@wfp.org  

Peter Smerdon, WFP/Rome, Mob. +39 342 878 4107, peter.smerdon@wfp.org  

Tim Irwin, UNICEF/Juba:  +211 (0) 912162888,   tjirwin@unicef.org   

Mercy Kolok, UNICEF/Juba, +211 (0) 955 639 658; mkolok@unicef.org 

 


